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PASSIVE VOICE
Tenses in the Passive Voice
Tense be verb 3
Simple Present is
Present Perfect has been
Simple Past was
Past Perfect The letter had been written.
Future Simple will be
Future Perfect will have been
Future in the Past would be
Present Perfect in the Past would have been
Present Continuous is being
Past Continuous was being
Modals
modal verb be + verb 3
The letter should
must
has to
needs to be written.
can/could
may/might

1. Now, rewrite the sentences below using Passive Voice.

1.PRESENT SIMPLE

My brother repairs his car twice a year.
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2.PRESENT CONTINUOUS

The men are rebuilding the house at the moment.

3.PAST SIMPLE
Steven Spielberg directed Jurrasic Park in 1998.

4.PAST CONTINUOUS

We were discussing an important problem at the meeting.

5.PRESENT PERFECT

We have finished the painting.

6.GOING TO

The manager is going to increase all salaries!
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The government is going to prohibit public smoking.

7.FUTURE SIMPLE

Peter will call our subcontractor tomorrow.

8.MODAL VERBS

You must lock this cage at all times.

2. Change these sentences from the Active Voice into the Passive Voice. Omit the
active subject if it is not necessary.

1. Everybody calls the Sales Manager George.
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7. The shops were selling hundreds of similar cameras at that time.
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KEY:

1.

1. My brother’s car is repaired by him twice a year. / Flowers are watered by Anna every day.
2.The house is being rebuilt at the moment. / A complaint is being made about a radio at 5 pm.
3. Jurrasic Park was directed by Steven Spielberg in 1998. / The window was opened by a tall
man when we came in.

4. An important problem was being discussed at the meeting. / Susan was being invited to a
wedding.

5. The painting has been finished. / Two tables have been booked by us in the best restaurant
in New York.

6.The salaries are going to be increased. / Public smoking is going to be prohibited by the
government.

7. Our subcontractor will be called by Peter tomorrow. / The meeting will be opened at 9 am
sharp.

8.This cage must be locked at all times. / General Manager should be informed about the

problem.

1

1.The Sales Manager is called George. 2. The agenda of the last Board meeting has been lost.
3. All letters are needed to be answered immediately. 4. This computer was bought by her last
week. 5. Our advertisement will be read by our customers all over the country. 6. Drawings for
the new projects are being prepared by some engineers. 7. Hundreds of similar cameras were

being sold at that time. 8. This bike must be mended before 3 pm.
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